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Taught by Warren Jeffs - Alta Academy (Sandy, Utah)
Tape # 10 – November 28, 1995

Subject: The Marriage of Isaac 

Ishmael married an Egyptian but she wasn't Negro. It's like you in this room - you're all Americans. In Salt Lake City, they're all Americans, but they're not all white people, not all black people either. All the Egyptians weren't black people. Abraham married women that were not of the Negro race. Hagar was not a Negro woman. Abraham desired that Isaac would marry within his own family. He sent a faithful servant to his father's family to find a wife for Isaac. Abraham had married Sarah, his niece. The Lord wanted the believing blood to stay together and not marry gentiles. The servant found Rebecca and brought her back to be Isaac's wife. She was barren for 20 years and then gave birth to twin sons when Isaac was sixty years old. 

I voice this story to you, to show you many principles of priesthood. In priesthood marriage, the Lord directs whom a man should marry. Isaac didn't go try to find his wives. He was told who to marry. In priesthood marriage, the Lord makes the love. In the world marriage, they date and try to figure out if they like each other, then decide if they'll get married. In priesthood marriage, the Lord appoints it and He makes the love. He puts in that husband and wife a love for each other, and it grows as they obey the prophet together. 

Also, another truth that you are learning here is, when does the Lord bring forth a son that He can use? Sarah waited until she was 90 before her faithful son was born. Rebecca waited 20 years before her faithful son Jacob was born. It was when these women humbled themselves in prayer, saying to the Lord, " If you will bless us with a son, we will bring him forth to do your will." 

The Lord, on purpose, sent two sons, Jacob and Esau, who would become enemies to each other. Esau was born first, and by tradition, he was to get all the father's blessings, but the Lord showed Rebecca that it was Jacob, the second born, who should have the blessing. 

You will find also that Jacob will be told whom he should marry, and we have this example - the Lord told Abraham to marry Hagar. Priesthood marriage is always by revelation through the prophet. It has always been this way, and this is what you look forward to, I hope. 

December 1,1995 

Subject: The Birthright Story 

In all of your homes, have you had a gentile stranger come into breakfast every morning, to dinner every night - just anybody off the street - wander in and eat dinner with you? They don't have the right to walk into your home and be with you as a family? Then why do you have that right? Why do get to live in your father's home, eat when you're allowed, get all those blessings - and not others just out on the street? It's because of your birth, because you were born to your good father and mothers. You have what we call a birthright. It means you have a right, through birth, to receive the blessings of the priesthood. 
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We were born in this work and that is why we are so blessed. You have to guard your birthright - it is your innocence and cleanliness of life. You can lose your right to priesthood blessings if you do evil. We know of some young people who have taken their birthright and thrown it away, and now they feel like they can't come back. The way they lost it is through immorality, or adultery or evil actions - they apostatized. 

In that day, the oldest Son had the birthright and the other sons would get blessings, but they wouldn't get all that the first one would get. In that day, a rich father would give all he had to the oldest son, or the one with the birthright, and give some to the other sons. The other truth that you need to know is that Isaac was an apostle. He held the high priesthood and the patriarchal power to bless his children - a priesthood blessing called a patriarchal blessing. 

Rebecca was told by the Lord that her youngest son would rule over the oldest. Esau, the first born, was covered with red hair. Jacob, the second born, was smooth and not very hairy. Esau was loved by Isaac, Jacob was loved by Rebecca. She never commanded her husband, but just did what she had to do to help accomplish the work. Jacob bought Esau's birthright over some lentil soup. Esau wasn't a very obedient boy, and thought he would chase girls - and in his young life, he would get married wrong. Obedience to his father wasn't most important, but getting what he wanted was, so he said "Oh, what will my birthright do me if I'm dead? Who cares about my birthright? You can have it Jacob, just give me some soup.” That showed how lightly Esau treated his right to receive priesthood blessings. He lost the birthright through his disobedience, evils and wrongs. He lost it before he ever gave it to Jacob. He married a ‘gentile girl’, a Canaanite, so already he had lost his rights to priesthood powers, through disobedience. Isaac was over a hundred years old and his vision was dim when he decided to give Esau his blessing. 

When a priesthood man blesses his family, by authority of priesthood and appointment of God, that blessing will happen. This blessing Jacob would receive was a patriarchal blessing that always ends with the words, "according to your faith shall it be." It will happen only if you're obedient. Never does the Lord give a blessing and say, "You will have it even if you're disobedient." It's only for the obedient. So even if Esau had got the blessing, because of his disobedience, he would have lost it. Automatically, the blessing would have gone to Jacob. 

Rebecca took the skin of a goat and prepared Jacob to appear hairy as his older brother, Esau. Jacob, through trickery, received a patriarchal blessing at his blind father's hand. Jacob was promised that nations would bow down to him and his brothers would serve him. These events happened because Esau was unworthy. 

Jacob was told by Isaac to marry Rebecca's relatives. Here again we have the truth this great prophet Jacob, was told who to marry. We are the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and those who live the same laws that they lived will have the same promises of a numberless seed, of children, and the blessings that go into eternity. (Section 132 D&C) These three men are not angels - they are Gods. They did what the Lord commanded them. They set a good example, and they went through their tests. 

Young people, I'm going to read the words of a blessing that you will one day receive. It is the marriage covenant, when the prophet blesses you in marriage. After you say you will keep the promise of marriage, this is what the Lord blesses you with, through the prophet. Notice how the 
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names of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are in this blessing. I voice this to you, that when you read those promises to Abraham - through President Jeffs - the same promises are given to you when you get married. You are studying what promises await you, if you live their same laws - through our prophet. 

The prophet will say these words at your marriage, "In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the authority of the holy priesthood, I pronounce you legally and lawfully, husband and wife for time and all eternity, and I seal upon you the blessings of the holy resurrection, with power to come forth in the morning of the first resurrection." You have to have a priesthood blessing so that you can come out of the grave in the first resurrection, into the celestial kingdom. The blessing continues... "Clothed with glory, immortality, and eternal lives - and I seal upon you the blessings of thrones and dominions, and principalities and powers, and exaltations, together with the blessings of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob." When the prophet says that blessing to you, then those promises to Abraham are yours if you live faithful and it will come to you through President Jeffs. 

Do you see, how we study these prophets and how it applies to us? They only got the blessing through obeying the prophet over them. They got the promise and then they lived right. Today, they are Gods in the celestial kingdom and their children are numberless. 

Any questions, starting with 8th grade? Was it a sin for Jacob to trick his father? That's the main question most people ask. I admit, it's a different story, but did you just hear what I said? These three men are Gods. They proved faithful in all things. It was the Lord's will that Jacob should get the blessing. Do you get it? That's why the Lord told the mother what to do. Even if Esau received the blessing, he would have lost it immediately - it would have already gone to Jacob because Esau was a wicked man, and priesthood blessings don't stay with a wicked man. That's how the story goes - even if it didn't happen that way, it would have happened. Jacob would have received the blessings. I don't think you can trick President Jeffs into a blessing, ok? That's not what the story is teaching you. It had to be Jacob and not Esau. Even after the trick, Isaac gave Jacob more blessings. 

Priesthood men must have the Lord tell them what to do. The wife can't go up and say to her husband, "Now Isaac, you be sure to do it this way", because then she is a rebellious woman and Isaac, if she said that to him, might not have done it just because she told him to - because the wife is not supposed to command the husband. She (Rebecca) was an obedient wife and she didn't command her husband. She didn't tell him, but just voiced that correct principle. She had an impression and she followed it. She even said, to Jacob when he was afraid, “If he curses you, your curse be upon me." We find that the Lord approved it and was guiding this event. 

Remember, this is a patriarchal blessing, a blessing you earn by living a good life after you get it. When we learn the stories of the prophets, we need to never assume they were bad. What happened in their lives was, Heavenly Father was guiding them. When you ask me these questions, just know that's how I will answer you. 
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